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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is a Non-Final Rejection in response to the amendment 
filed on February 24, 2006 by Tiesler. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see pages 10-13, filed February 24, 2006, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-5, 8-17, 19, and 20 under 35 U.S.C. 

§1 02(b) and 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Kimura (US 
4600978), Litke et al. (US 6092917), and Clayton (US 2996608). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 6-10, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Kimura (US 4600978). 

4. In reference to Claim 1, Kimura shows: 

• A bezel having at least one lamp housing aperture [Figure 1 : (2 and 3)]; 
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• A lamp housing having eccentrically positioned outwardly extending 
collinear pivot pins that allow the lamp housing to pivot from a retracted 
dome lighting position a plane generally parallel to the bezel, out of the 
plane to an extended reading light position [Figure 4: (3 and 4a)]; 

• A retainer for rotatably securing the lamp housing to the bezel so that the 
lamp housing can rotate about an axis generally normal to the bezel 
[Figure 4: (12 and 13)]; 

• And a switch operated by movement of the lamp housing between the 
retracted and extended positions [See column 4 lines 27-36 in reference 
to Figure 2: (9)]. 

5. In reference to Claim 2, Kimura shows: 

• A manually operated switch to control illumination of a lamp within the 
lamp housing when the lamp housing is in the retracted position [See 
column 4 lines 27-36 in reference to Figure 2: (9)]. 

6. In reference to Claim 6, Kimura shows: 

• The bezel includes a plurality of retaining members disposed about the 
aperture and wherein the retainer includes a flange that engages the 
plurality of retaining members [See Figure 4]. 
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7. In reference to Claim 7, Kimura shows: 

• The lamp housing includes a protrusion that extends between adjacent 
retaining members to limit rotation of the lamp housing [See Figure 4]. 

8. In reference to Claim 8, Kimura shows: 

• The retainer includes a latching assembly to releasably hold the lamp 
housing in the retracted position [See column 3 lines 18-27 in reference to 
Figure 4]. 

In reference to Claim 9, Kimura shows: 

A spring positioned to exert a moment about the pivot pins to oppose 
movement from the extended to the retracted position [Figure 8: (19)]. 

10. In reference to Claim 10, Kimura shows: 

• The housing includes a striker rib that actuates the switch when the 
housing assembly moves between the extended and retracted positions 
[See column 3 lines 4-17 in reference to Figure 5]. 

11. In reference to Claim 17, Kimura shows a dual function console lamp for 
a vehicle interior, the lamp comprising: 

• A bezel defining a first plane [See Figure 1]; 

• A housing disposed within an aperture of the bezel and adapted to receive 
a lamp [Figure 1: (2) and Figure 6: (7)], the housing being pivotable about 
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a first axis to extend at an angle out of the first plane relative to the bezel 
to provide illumination to a first target area and to retract substantially flush 
with the bezel in the first plane to provide illumination to a second target 
area, the housing being rotatable within the first plane about a second axis 
[See Figure 6]; 

• And a switch operable by movement of the housing, wherein the switch 
provides power to the lamp when the housing is pivoted out of the first 
plane [See column 4 lines 27-36 in reference to Figure 2 (9)]. 

12. In reference to Claim 19, Kimura shows: 

• A spring arranged to provide a force tending to move the housing out of 
the first plane [See column 4 lines 36-43 in reference to Figures 8 and 10: 
(19)]. 

13. In reference to Claim 20, Kimura shows: 

• A latching mechanism operable to selectively hold the housing in the first 
plane against the force of the spring [See column 4 lines 36-43 in 
reference to Figures 8 and 10: (21)]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

15. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kimura (US 4600978) in view of Litke et al. (US 6092917). 

16. Regarding Claim 3, Kimura shows: 

• The lamp housing includes a lens portion, the lens portion being 

substantially flush or recessed relative to surrounding portions of the bezel 
when in the retracted position [Figure 6: (8)]. 



17. Kimura does not show: 

• The lamp housing includes a reflector portion. 



1 8. Litke et al. teaches: 

• The lamp housing includes a reflector portion [Figure 2: (42)]. 

19. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention to provide the dual function console lamp of Kimura with a reflector 
as taught by Litke et al. for the purpose and advantage of directing the light from 
the lamp through the lens. 
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20. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kimura (US 4600978) in view of Litke et al. (US 6092917) and Clayton (US 

2996608). 

21. Kimura shows: 

• The lamp housing includes a lens portion [Figure 6: (8)] 



• 22. Kimura does not show: 

• The lamp housing includes a reflector portion. 

23. Litke et al. teaches: 

• The lamp housing includes a reflector portion [Figure 2: (42)]. 

T 

24. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention to provide the dual function console lamp of Kimura with a reflector 
as taught by Litke et al. for the purpose and advantage of directing the light from 
the lamp through the lens. 



25. 



Kimura and Litke et al. do not show: 

The lens portion having a protrusion to facilitate rotation of the lamp 
housing. 
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26. However, Clayton teaches: 

• The lens portion having a protrusion to facilitate rotation of the lamp 
housing [See column 4 lines 5-7 in reference to Figure 4: (66)]. 

27. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention to provide the dual function console lamp of Kimura and Litke et al. 
with a protrusion on the lens portion as taught by Clayton for the purpose and 
advantage of aiding in grasping the lens. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

28. Claims 11-16 are allowed. 

29. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Meghan K. Dunwiddie whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-8543. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Friday 8 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571)272-2378. The 



• 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




Jstephen Husar 
Primary Examiner 
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